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AROUND THE WING

Commander’s corner

By Cal Tom Deppe
34151 Space Wing communder

EXCELLENT! EXCELLENT! You're dammn right
you'te EXCELLENT, That was the Inspector General’s
ratimg for the entire wing ... and 11 was g kot better than
that. Twelve of 17 squadrons were rabed EXCELLENT
-']III] -:l R 'i:ll-l-‘ E,I":HI.]:IH SYETE ril'|L"l:|. E:'{l: EI .-IF.NT H::- (4115
wiis Tifed Jess than SATISFACTORY ond o couple of our
squadrons wene very, very close to OUTSTANDING You
all dad & Fabulous qobe and deserve congratulations. Hard
work pays oft and you showed 1t Mearly evervone worked
every day for the entire 15 days that the 16 team was here,
i include a ot of people working arcund-the-clock shifis
during the ORI phase. Mow vou peed some well-deserved
timie off to enjoy the summer. My plan is to have Wing
Croal Dava om the 13th, 23rd and 304h of July rmaking the
last three weekends i July three-day weekends,

The mam reason we hove 1o wait uniil the 13th of July
for the first one 38 becanse of all the activities we have
going on that require a lot of people, Next week 15 mo
exception. Tuesday, July 3rd 15 the Support Group change
ol command where Colonel Scott Graham will tum over
the reigns of his EXCELLENT | four out of five
squadrens received EXCELLENT mbtings) Support
Crroup to Colone]l Barry Kistler. Barry and s wafe
Laynda comse to us from the 50th Space Wing at Schrever
AR, Colo, Alse new 1o the Support Group s Licuienant

Colonel Bradley Keane as the Deputy Commander and
s wile Shawn, Brod 15 armvimg from Maswell AFE,
Ala., where be was an Aar War College student. Lt Col
Keane i3 replacing Lt Col Bob Stakl and his wile
Connie. “Combat Bob™ has made o tremendous effort
mike sure our war fghters were ready for the combat sit-
uation, and mose recently, For the 16 Combat Bob has
dione an EXCELLENT i-::-h A% every th iI:IE_ that e tousched
mdicates, Alse new o the Support CGroup is the new first
family of Civil Engineers, Licatenant Colonel Phil
Rainforth and ns wife Teresa

Ancther event next week requirmg a Iod of people 15
the retirement ceremeny parade For Colonel Jing Elien
and his wife Dana. Col Eken has made a huge impact on
this wing, first as the Support Group commumder for two
veenrs and then as my Vies Commander for the last year.
Aowhole kot of eredit For evervthing we do right hare goes
o Jim Eken. He plaved a huge role in geiting us ready o
get our EXCELLENT mung. Jim is retiring after 27
vears of active duty in our Adr Foree. He enlisted in the
Aar Foree m 1970 then received his commssion from ihe
LIS Adr Foree Academy in 1975, He is 0 moster missileer
and spage operator. He started hus coreer as a crewmem-
ber, and Later he conumanded a squadron at Whiteman
AFH 1n his home stote of Missoun, In fact, he grew up
nol, b far from hus fiest assignment in Limeoln, Missoun,
where e was an All-State baskethall playver. Jim played

for the AF Academy and on many teams throughout his

AF career. He led the team that [ was on o the Offuit
hase champronship m the mid=Rs . that's where we
met, Eileen and [ will miss Jim and Dana (and Zach,
their som) and so will the entire wing. Jim and Diana’s
(arewell dinner 1= Thursdoy naght at Club Malmstrom st
LEO0, The retirement coremony parade 12 Friday outside
the three-hay hangar at 0900, Jim, Dang and Zach are
THEEY i1|.i.|_ L {:I.I‘II“'-!IJ" :";EH'iI:IE,."i it I'IL":I'L' I'IL' (=14 IH.'1[L"|' TEINET -
ber hus demerits s o cadet ... not senously, they own a
Isuze there which provides a great incentive.

Ui an exirermely sad mote, 55t Aaron Wright from
the 341st Civil Engmeer Squadron was kalled ths wesk
in g motoreycle accident . speed and alechol were fac-
tors. Additoaally, a civilian passenger on his motoreycle
i= still m intensive care, She wos pot wearing o belme
Chr syrmpathy and prayers go bo the Wright famaly and to
the family of the civilian passenger. Aaron Wright was
the 2000 Civil Engineer Ajrman of the Year. He was o
lenve soon o enm his commussion on on BOTC seholars
ship. What a shame, what a preventable shame, 1 don't
know haw i say il any clearer ... YOL ARE NOT
IMMOETAL ... SPEED, ALCCHOL, AND DRIVING
(ESFECIALLY WITH SOMETHING AS DANGER-
OUS AS A MOTORCYCLE) DON'T MIX.

We are just barely 30 doys into the 101 Days of
Summier and we've already had this PREVENTABLE
death. Please help each other out. Don't let your buddies
take chances . YOLU ARE NOT IMMORTAL.

Action Lines

[ you hove a commenl. suggeshon or
oompliment? The Action Lime 15 herne o help.

This borum 1x apen and stroighd foreeard. TF

we va dane well, let us know. [E, on the otber
hand. we"ve dropped the ball. I'll owe up o
it

You cam e-mail me al serciom ol
siveweal gl or call 731-HELPR

Anonymous caolls are reviewed, but not all
arg published. Calbers ore encouraged 1o leave

their name and phone pumber so we o pro=
vide & personal reply,

Rememher that the easiest and quickest
way 1o resolve most  problems is do call the
apeney respensible directly or e ouse vour
chain of command. Most isswes can be taken
care of om the spot that way,

Cal Tom Deppe
Fd s Space Wing conmumader

E-mal: SHACTIONamalmstroneaf.mil Voce message: T31-HELP

Action Lines
Safety gear, jackpot

0 1 have two concerns. The lirst one
is that there have been adults practicing
in-lie hockey on the basketlall court
nexd bo the slaie Purh willusui any st fie=
ty gear an at all. | don’t thinlk they are
heing role models for the Kids in the
shonte parde. My Kids are beginning to
ask me why they have to wear theirs,
when the adulis aren't wearing any-
thilng.

M.:I.' wther concemn is the show me ihe
mmey jackpot at the club, On March
S0, the mame was called and the individ-
wil was nod there. | heard a rumor that
thiis imdlividuwal was called at home,
shiwed up a little while later, amd asked

Bue for the moncy. She had fold him
thal he haal in he present b win s the
maney was heing ralled over to this
weeh This individoal then ealled fhe
majiur, who in turn fold Sue to give him
the money, As a member of the chab, |
didn't think this was fair, and have to
wonder. df this was an enlisted member
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have gotten the momey?

A D wpferenes o vone il colcer,
sy i3 o mmanker gene coRcen, and we
require il wsers of the skate park fo wear
apprepriole gear fo profect tem from
ifury: We enconraees aoulis S alse wear
appropriale safely gear when panticipar-
ing i high-risk aciivifies. The 341sf
Support Grouy cosmeander has divecied
thg 24 It Securite Forees ."-'n:_llr.'m.l'mur v he
or £ doakond for adelts aciing wesafely
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e appreciale vorr concem regarding
P ll'.'..t'l.lmrd' Lgal s w o .lr.'n-'.-.lr."?em.l'.l.ff.-
night, The individwal wia won the jackpot
wes nof calied af e, bur was in fact in
e clueh, Chr club iy a costocated cluk,
ccl we sty Befieve tral afl members
are freaded equealthe T didn ¥ matter Sl
thee frliviolinad was o officer, but rather
Prcer e v present Ly win .I'hn-'jr:r.'ﬁ'p:.lr. e
appreciate vour support of the clivb, In
aalelirion, W o SRAPEING G HEW BROg R
“Nfembers Flug " — dhent | ek veue will
find exciiing e fook forward o seeing
Vet (7 e efieh

Garage sales

1 If a non-military person from
Great Falls wants to shop at our on-
haze LTI mlll::l.. hi 1!|11.'1'|.' have to he
sponsored-on by & military pember?
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A Acrvording fo Malmisiron Air Foree
Have frstriretiene 31209, ;era.ur.n'alr.l.l'.' 238
personned desirimg off-hase visitors fo
aifeddd ierr garage sale will call e visi-
Fone cmeteeed cemter cmigd Renve their sale pir
ar i sk, Fisitors requesting to atfend the
seade will thewr be given a fwo-froue poars
with the sofe sporsor Hseed s the vizitor
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Have a safe
and enjoyable
Fourth of July!
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